
What does the
word dare

suggest? When
can dares be

harmless? When
can they
become

dangerous?

Which online
challenges have you
seen or heard about?

Predict challenges
take part in based on

this tag line.

What do you expect
from a book described
as ‘hard-hitting’? How
do you think an author
might do this in a book

for young people?

What does this
illustration

suggest about
the characters

and their
relationship?
Who do you
think will be

the narrator? 

Have you ever read a book by
Tamsin Winter? If so, how does
this look similar or different?

What are some
of the things
that could go
wrong during
online dares

and
challenges?
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What is revealed in the blurb
of I Dare You? 

What do you
think might be
their ‘perfect

idea’ for going
viral?

Why do you
think

publishers
include

quotes on
book covers?
What do you
think of this

one?

How are the covers for
Tamsin Winter’s books similar

to this one? Which one is
your favourite and why?
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1.What were your first impressions of the main characters? Did any of those opinions
change as the story went on?

2.Did the opening chapters of the book hook you in?
3.Why do you think dares are so hard for Alma to refuse, even when she knows they’re

risky or wrong?
4.Which character do you feel most sympathy for? Is there a character you found

frustrating or unlikeable and why?
5.How does peer pressure work in the story? Is it always obvious, or is it sometimes

subtle?
6.Were there moments where you wanted a character to make a different choice? What

do you think stopped them?
7.How realistic did the situations in the book feel to you? Did anything feel familiar to

real life?
8.The book explores friendship. Which aspects of Willow and Alma’s friendship felt

healthy, and which felt unhealthy?
9.What are Willow’s reasons for craving online fame?

10.How does the author build tension?
11.Did you enjoy the dual narrative? Why do you think the author chose to write from both

Willow’s and Alma’s point of view? 
12.Were there any moments that made you uncomfortable? Why do you think the author

included them?
13.What message do you think the book sends about responsibility - both for yourself and

for others?
14.Do you think adults in the book are aware of what’s really going on? Should they be?

What did you make of the parents (and step-parent) in the book? 
15.Discuss how the ending made you feel: hopeful, uneasy, satisfied, something else?
16. If you could give one character advice, who would it be and what would you say?
17.Which moments did you find funny?
18.Has reading this book changed the way you think about dares, challenges, or peer

pressure?
19.Would you recommend this book to someone your age? Who do you think would get

the most out of it?
20.What is one question this book leaves you thinking about?

Discussion Questions
Book
Club



READING THEREADING THE  READING THE 
PROLOGUEPROLOGUEPROLOGUE

1.What is your immediate reaction to this opening? How does it hook you in?
2.How does this extract make you feel? Which words or phrases stand out to you?
3.How is the fire described? Can you find any techniques the author has used?
4.Why do you think the author begins the novel after the tragic event has already happened?
5.How does the shift from thinking the fire is manageable to realising it is out of control affect

the tension?
6.Why do you think the final line focuses on what the narrator remembers most?
7.What is your impression of the narrator? How did she feel in the moment, and how does she

feel remembering it?
8.What questions does this prologue leave you with about the rest of the story?
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WRITINGWRITINGWRITING
PROMPTSPROMPTSPROMPTS

Write a story about a character who dares their friend to
do something dangerous and then regrets it.

Describe a character or characters taking part in an
online dare or challenge that goes horribly wrong.

Write a letter to the CEO of a big tech company
persuading them to remove dangerous and life-
threatening challenges from their social media app.

Write a story about a character who finds the courage to
stands up to a friend.

Describe a fire getting out of control. You can set your
description anywhere - perhaps a forest fire, a house fire,
a campfire, a block of flats. Use lots of techniques like
personification, simile, alliteration and sensory language
to make your description tense and powerful.
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