Why might an author become a
favourite for young people? What
sort of books are popular with your

age group?

Is it unusual for a
'brigh’r' student to Fast becoming a favourite for younger teenagers.

be a bad influence? TAMSI N WI NTE R

CAN THE
MR ATEST GIRL
7scHooL BE [ (S

]

What does s the cover
it mean to eye-catching
be a ‘bad to you? Do
influence'? / you think it
— stands out?

honest and
heartbreakingly
funny.”

How can a book be ‘brave’? What do
you think Ben Miller means by this
book being ‘honest’? What are you

expecting from a book described as

‘heartbreakingly funny’?
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Amelia
shares an
intimate
photo of
herself with
a boy and
lives to
regret it.
How do
you think
she’s
treated
when the
image is
shared
around
school?

How

important is it
for you that a
book is funny?

Why do you think someone might

want to be the best at everything?

How do you think it might feel to be
like this? How do you think others

might see her?

AMELIA BRIGHT WANTS TO BE
THE BEST AT EVERYTHING

But when it comes to popularity, she is dead last.
No matter what she tries, she can’t shake her
reputation as a maggoty nobody.

When she meets cute new boy Evan, Amelia wonders
if he can help shake off her loser status.

And in a moment of hope, she agrees to something she
quickly regrets - something that goes v iral at school.
Now she’s not just called “maggot”, she’s a
“bad influence” - and worse.

But Amelia’s determined not to let one
mistake define her...she’s so much more than
the image everyone sees online,

2 4

A powerfully real and funny story,

about first kisses, learning to be true to yourself

and how one cdick can last for ever...

Christine Pillainayagam, author of Ellie Pillai is Brown

What does it
mean to be
unpopular?
How does it
feel? How are
unpopular
people
treated at
school?

How do you
think Amelia
might ‘reclaim’
her identity?

\ What do you think is
meant by a ‘necessary’

read? Why do you think

it's important for today’s
young people to read
about sharing indecent
images?

tamsinwinter.com



“Fast becoming o favourite for younger teenagers.”

“Book [

Discussion Questions

1.What are Amelia’s goals at the beginning of the story, and how do these change
over time?
2.How does Amelia’s belief about what will make her popular influence her
decisions?
3.Why do you think Amelia was willing to trust Evan so deeply early on?
4.How do Amelia’s relationships with her best friend and classmates evolve
throughout the book?
5.Who do you think had the most positive influence on Amelia and in what ways?
6.Did you find any moments heartbreaking? Funny?
7.How is the idea of reputation explored? How fair is it that one mistake defines
someone?
8.What do you think was the turning point in the story for Amelia? Why?
9.Amelia gives a speech near the end of the book. How effective did you find this
speech? Do you think she said enough?
10. What did you think of her father? Do you think he put too much pressure on Amelia
to be the best at everything, including being popular?
1.What did you make of Amelia’s relationship with her older sister Hannah? What did
Hannah bring to the story?
12.Whose perspective in the book would you most like to hear more from and why?
13.Did your opinion of Evan change as the story went on? Do you think he also
experienced peer pressure? Did you feel any sympathy for him and why?
14. What lesson or message did you take away from Bad Influence? Do you think it's a
message teens connect with?
15.What is one lesson from Amelia’s experience that you think would help someone
your age today?
16.Has the book made you think about the issue of indecent photo sharing
differently?
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It started on the way to school. My entire life unravelling, that is.
Like one of those itchy, pastel-coloured jumpers Nana used to knit
us for Christmas that always fell to bits by New Year. A few people

were giving me funny looks as I walked up the hill, so I already knew

something was up. But my sister Hannah told me to stop dawdling.

It was spitting and neither of us had brought an umbrella.

---------

It’s uphill all the way to school from our cottage and the muscles

Do the opening in my thighs were aching. It was only the second week back after

lines hook you in? |. the summer holidays and my legs weren’t used to it again yet. I

" stopped for a second and someone on a bike yelled, “Get out of

the way!” instead of ringing their bell like a civilized human being.

There aren’t too many civilized human beings at my school.

What impression I have Orchestra practice Monday lunchtimes, so I had my cello

do you get o f her strapped to my back and leaned forward as I walked. When you get

i . about halfway up the hill you can see the North Sea behind the row

- of houses. A flock of kittiwakes was floating on the surface of the

water, bobbing with the choppy waves. It was really windy, and I
was slightly worried about over-balancing and getting swept over
the cliffs out to sea. I'm pretty sure my cello case would float, but I'm
not particularly confident in my open-sea survival skills. I can get

into difficulty rock pooling. I was just imagining using my cello as

a makeshift raft when I noticed a group of girls on the other side of

:( What impression

o vou get the road laughing at me. The tallest one, Madison Hart, gave me the
u
Y ) 9 . kind of look you might give your shoe if you'd just stepped in a dog
Amelia? S turd

It’s not like I hadn’t seen that look before. Last year, I overheard

Madison and her friends talking about Venus flytraps. It was during

our library lesson so we were supposed to be reading but they

weren't. 'm a Library Ambassador and I'd seen a book about Venus

flytraps so I thought, This is my chance. A legitimate reason to talk

—_ N\ to the popular girls! 1 turned my chair around to join their table and
: What kind of said, “There’s a book about Venus flytraps in the non-fiction section.

I can get it for you if you like?”

bullying is this? |,

Only they all burst out laughing. Madison looked at me as
though I'd just crawled out of the bin, and said, “Don’t talk to us,

Maggot, like, ever.”

Gracie Chapman added, “You are such a freak.” ° Do you feel

sympathy for
1 Amelia here?
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Atter Reading
Chapter One

Find the following techniques:

Simile

Metaphor

Assonance

Flashback

Humour

Withholding information

Choose two or three of the quotations you've picked
and explain how they draw the reader closer to what
Amelia experiences and how she feels.



WRITING PROMPTo

The Choice
Write about a time (real or imagined) when you had to decide between doing what's right
and doing what everyone else wanted. What were the consequences?

The Secret
A friend shares a secret with you that you're not sure you should keep. Write a story from the
moment you hear it, exploring your thoughts, fears, and the difficult decision you make.

Peer Pressure
Imagine you're in a group of friends who want to try something risky. Describe the situation
from your perspective, and explore the feelings of wanting to fit in versus staying true to
yourself.

The Mask We Wear
Write about a character who acts one way around their friends but feels differently inside.
How do they hide their true self, and what happens when someone sees who they really are?

Crossing the Line
Think about a rule (at school, at home, or socially) that someone breaks. Write a story about
what leads to the rule being broken, and what happens afterwards.

Bad Influence
Write a letter to Amelia Bright empathising with her situation and offering her advice about
how to deal with what's happened to her.

Danger
Write a speech, letter or leaflet informing young people about the illegal nature of sharing
indecent photos of yourself and others in messaging apps and online. You should also include
that it is illegal to ask someone to create this kind of image, as well as being illegal to take
these kind of pictures of yourself.

Photo Sharing
Imagine a friend is being pressured by their boyfriend or girlfriend to send an intimate photo.
Write a message you would send them explaining why it's not a good idea.

Why being true to yourself is more important than popularity
Write a teenage magazine article, personal essay or a persuasive speech on this topic.



