
What does
it mean to
be a ‘bad
influence’?

Why might an author become a
favourite for young people? What

sort of books are popular with your
age group?

How can a book be ‘brave’? What do
you think Ben Miller means by this
book being ‘honest’? What are you

expecting from a book described as
‘heartbreakingly funny’?

Is it unusual for a
‘bright’ student to

be a bad influence?

Is the cover
eye-catching

to you? Do
you think it
stands out?
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Why do you think someone might
want to be the best at everything?
How do you think it might feel to be

like this? How do you think others
might see her?

What does it
mean to be
unpopular?
How does it

feel? How are
unpopular

people
treated at

school?

Amelia
shares an
intimate
photo of

herself with
a boy and

lives to
regret it.
How do
you think

she’s
treated

when the
image is
shared
around
school?

How do you
think Amelia

might ‘reclaim’
her identity?

What do you think is
meant by a ‘necessary’
read? Why do you think
it’s important for today’s

young people to read
about sharing indecent

images?

How
important is it
for you that a
book is funny?
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Discussion Questions

1.What are Amelia’s goals at the beginning of the story, and how do these change
over time? 

2.How does Amelia’s belief about what will make her popular influence her
decisions? 

3.Why do you think Amelia was willing to trust Evan so deeply early on? 
4.How do Amelia’s relationships with her best friend and classmates evolve

throughout the book? 
5.Who do you think had the most positive influence on Amelia and in what ways?
6.Did you find any moments heartbreaking? Funny? 
7.How is the idea of reputation explored? How fair is it that one mistake defines

someone?
8.What do you think was the turning point in the story for Amelia? Why? 
9.Amelia gives a speech near the end of the book. How effective did you find this

speech? Do you think she said enough?
10.  What did you think of her father? Do you think he put too much pressure on Amelia

to be the best at everything, including being popular?
11.What did you make of Amelia’s relationship with her older sister Hannah? What did

Hannah bring to the story? 
12.Whose perspective in the book would you most like to hear more from and why?
13.Did your opinion of Evan change as the story went on? Do you think he also

experienced peer pressure? Did you feel any sympathy for him and why?
14.  What lesson or message did you take away from Bad Influence? Do you think it’s a

message teens connect with? 
15.What is one lesson from Amelia’s experience that you think would help someone

your age today? 
16.Has the book made you think about the issue of indecent photo sharing

differently? 



Reading Chapter One

Do the opening
lines hook you in?

What impression
do you get of her

school?

What kind of
bullying is this?

What impression
do you get

Amelia?

Do you feel
sympathy for
Amelia here?
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After Reading
Chapter One

Find the following techniques:

Simile

Metaphor

Assonance

Flashback

Humour

Withholding information

Choose two or three of the quotations you’ve picked
and explain how they draw the reader closer to what
Amelia experiences and how she feels.



The Choice 
Write about a time (real or imagined) when you had to decide between doing what’s right

and doing what everyone else wanted. What were the consequences?

The Secret
A friend shares a secret with you that you’re not sure you should keep. Write a story from the

moment you hear it, exploring your thoughts, fears, and the difficult decision you make.

Peer Pressure
Imagine you’re in a group of friends who want to try something risky. Describe the situation

from your perspective, and explore the feelings of wanting to fit in versus staying true to
yourself.

The Mask We Wear
Write about a character who acts one way around their friends but feels differently inside.

How do they hide their true self, and what happens when someone sees who they really are?

Crossing the Line
Think about a rule (at school, at home, or socially) that someone breaks. Write a story about

what leads to the rule being broken, and what happens afterwards.

Bad Influence
Write a letter to Amelia Bright empathising with her situation and offering her advice about

how to deal with what’s happened to her.

Danger
Write a speech, letter or leaflet informing young people about the illegal nature of sharing

indecent photos of yourself and others in messaging apps and online. You should also include
that it is illegal to ask someone to create this kind of image, as well as being illegal to take

these kind of pictures of yourself. 

Photo Sharing 
Imagine a friend is being pressured by their boyfriend or girlfriend to send an intimate photo.

Write a message you would send them explaining why it’s not a good idea.

Why being true to yourself is more important than popularity
Write a teenage magazine article, personal essay or a persuasive speech on this topic.

Writing Prompts 


